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Landscape Forms Brings Office
Outside with Upfit

UPHT 15 AN ADAPTIVE STRUCTURE WITH A SLEEK, MODERN STYLE AND FLEXIBILITY TO CREATE

L andscape Forms is launch-
ing the first outdoor sys-
tem that blends furniture,
structure and shelter, power and
lighting and the landscape of the
building.

Upfit is designed to convert
dead spaces into active spaces. [t
is the first time anyone has taken

INTENTIONAL OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENTS.

BY ROB KIRKBRIDE

a systems approach to outdoor
spaces for corporate, educational
and health care campuses and
transit centers.

Upfit was created in partner-
ship with Atlanta-based Arcadia
and design firm Kem Studio. The
system can create spaces for out-
door conference rooms, outdoor
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classrooms, outdoor meeting
areas or individual, small or large
group spaces.

While a building is a building,
and the outdoors is, well, out-
doors, Upfit creates spaces some-
where in between. The spaces
are not completely enclosed, and
they are not completely out-



doors. The space allows people
to enjoy the outdoors while still
having many of the amenities
they would have in an office,
classroom or meeting space.

The adaptive structure has
a sleek, modern style and the
flexibility to create intentional
outdoor environments. It pro-
vides shelter from the elements,
power, light, technology display,
surfaces — all the things people
need to learn, live, work and
relax outdoors, at a portion of the
cost of indoor real estate.

Similar spaces are being cus-
tom built, but Landscape Forms
is the first company to use a sys-
tems approach for these spaces,
said Kirt Martin, vice president,
marketing and design. “So it’s
scalable in terms of function, its
scalable in terms of the size, it’s
scalable in terms of the aesthetic
and price,” he said.

The structure is where Arcadia
comes in. The company makes
the all-aluminum frame that
provides the structure of Upfit.
It also makes the louvers on top
of the frame that can be opened
or closed using a smartphone,
laptop or controller mounted on
the structure, depending on the
weather or the position of the
sun.

The louvers create a raintight
seal, and the water from the top
of the structure is channeled
through the support beams and
to the ground — an important
consideration for the landscape
designers who typically work
with Landscape Forms. They can
also be set to close when they
sense rain. And storms are noth-
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Sometimes it takes a shift of thinking to lead to bigger and
better things. INDEAL's suite of training and development
sessions is designed to engage dealer members’ staff, inspire
them to learn, and drive them to achieve.

Contact training@indeal.org or visit www.indeal.org
today!
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ing for Upfit to handle. They are
tested to withstand a Category 5
hurricane.

The well-thought-out ameni-
ties are what make Upfit truly
unique. Designers can specify
it with outdoor monitors, LED
lighting can be used to change the
mood at night and bicycle racks
are an option.

An aluminum structure makes
up the backbone of the system,
and designers can use it to hang a
variety of slatted walls, including

whiteboards or monitors. Work-
surfaces can be hung from the
walls, either in-line or entering
the space from the side. A variety
of tables and outdoor seating can
be added as well.

Consider each element a build-
ing block that makes it easy to
specify. Martin said Landscape
Forms sees custom structures
being built, but not a “systematic
approach” that takes the pain
points out for designers. The
Upfit system also makes it less
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expensive and much more flex-
ible for its customers. He said
Landscape is coming in at half
the cost of a custom-built space.
Since it is scalable, designers can
control the cost.
Upfit is being launched with
a small statement of line — the
structure, a utility wall, a slat
wall, a louver and a green wall,
and then with glass marker
boards and colored-glass options.
“No one has anything like
this,” Martin said. “And it’s really
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spacious outdoors for people to Part of Landscape Forms’ de- Landscape Forms, which usually
work, learn, live, care, play, trav-  sign processis to conduct market works with landscape design-

el. It’'s areally simple system that validation with key design firms.  ers, not interior designers. The
allows people to get outsideand = Martin said when they showed company typically comes in at
do what they want to do. People the product to the design firms, the end of the project, outfitting

lament all the time about not get-
ting outside enough, but yet, we
really haven’t provided a holistic
solution for that to happen in
terms of supporting them with
power, supporting them with
lighting, supporting them with
information or digital display, or
marker boards outside.”

the question wasn’t about price —
it was about how soon they could
getit.

Designers, he said, see the
need for Upfit for rooftop sits, in
between buildings, on corporate
campuses, on college campuses

and for public spaces. Still, it
is a different kind of sale for

outdoor spaces that seem to have
the smallest budget in a building
project.

That doesn’t mean there isn't
a need, especially as tech corpo-
rate campuses in sunny locales
like the Bay Area in California
and Austin, Texas, become larger,
with open spaces in between
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pfit

adaptive outdoor struchure

Product Data Sheet DRAFT

Upfit expands the use of the cutdoors by transfoming new and existing space into

landscape

purposeful place designed for a variaty of actvities. Upfit is an adaptive structure with

a =heak, modern siyla and andless fiexdbility to create infentional outdoor environmeants.

it provides shalter from the elements, powear, light, technolegy, and surfaces—all of the
things paopla need 1o leam, ve, work, and refax outdoors, Upfit makes place relevant,

u=aful, and enjoyable. .. .at a portion of tha cost of indoor roal estate.

Basic Structure Information
oBasic it — 18 wX 18 dX 10°h
= =ralabla for any space

«Components include: sfructural posts, wall posts, beams, connactors,
louverad roof panels, and accassones.

#|Inits have optional lighting, eleciica, and several diffierent pangl options
[Euminium louvered, aluminum siatied, glass, or green panais).

«Hacincal wiring can be nun ampwhera in the structure through the posiz
and beams, powearing ights, accessones, and providing powar access.
hote: alecinica to ba run by third party provicded by custormar,

| ighting options include up lighiing in the mof kouvars and recessad
ighting peeficned and embedded within the beams. Lighting from other
manufaciurers can also be mounied fo tha posts and beams.

Roof Options

» Tiwo roof opfions are available: "lowered” and “opean”

| oo vared roof comes in two sections of B x 16/
extnudad aluminum ouvers.

*Powdarcoaled louvars pivat 170 degreses to complataly close and opan.
» Ziructure must hawe elacincal power to operato iouvers.
#Foof comas standard with weathar sensors.

= Bain and wind sensors detect precipiiation and dose louvers, o datect
encassive wind =pead and opan.

| covar control options include 2 ivpes of motorized operations: switch,
remcte control using FF technoiogy, and sman device app using iLouver
tachnology. The motorzed controls are LL and CE carlified.

# | ounvared roof has hree waather maragament Danefits:

1 —Wind: Louvers are sensor-enabled to opan during high winds o
prevent damaga.

2 — Rain: Lowvers are sensor-anabled fo close during rainfal - or with
tha prass of a bution. The louwars are designed to ba wiater-tight
when closad to prevent any waier leakage. Closod roof louvers
direct raimwaier to a gutter system designed within tha louvers

and drains the watar through the sinucture post to the bese of unit

of Tto & prepared dran site.

3 — Shade: Louvers can closa to provide shapa through any of tha
miciorizad operations,

page 1 of 4

16'x 168 162 &2 120° 296 b=
Wial Posts 162 182" 1200 erd lbs
Cross
142 192 120 G677 Ibs
Hoam
Cross
Baam + 162 o2 120° 763 Ibs
Wial Posis

16'x 16

152°

Wal Posts

1920

1a2*

120°

1,249 |bs

Landscape Forms, Inc. | B00.521.2546 | F 268.381.3455 | 7800 E. Mchigan Ava., Kalamazoo, Mi 40048

The Business of Furniture | Subscribe at bof.press | October 3, 2018




“II _||| |“| A Lasd

B P BT

buildings that are underutilized.
Technology has allowed for out-
door work as well. Workers and
students can grab a laptop and
head outside.

To market Upfit, Landscape
Forms has created several sce-
narios for each vertical market it
serves. The company has created
potential uses for transit, health
care, education and corporate
campuses and built applications
on how you can design and lay
out space. They understand they

need to educate the market a bit
about how Upfit can be used, but
the company is confident it can
prove the product’s value.

“At the end of the day, the out-
door space is the least expensive
space to invest in with the biggest
return, and it’s often the most
overlooked space,” Martin said.
“So when you look at this, and

you compare square footage cost,
indoor versus outdoor, there’s

no comparison. This thing wins
every time.

“If you have a small office, and
you want to encourage people to
get outside for mental health or
for boosting creativity, where do
they go? They go out to a table
maybe with an umbrella? Well,
that doesn’t scream serious work
is happening there, it actually
screams the opposite, like some-
one’s on break, right? So if we can
make purposeful places where
real work can happen orreal
learning can happen, that’s an OK

thing. Right?” BoF
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